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Supporting Sustainable Schools |: & :
Ofsted confirms: Sustainable .

Schools are successful schools

Ofsted’s recently published report, “Improving schools,
improving lives” demonstrates clearly the positive impact that ’
working towards becoming a Sustainable School can have on :
learning, lifestyles and school ethos.

The report cites headteachers who found that education for -
sustainability was an important factor in improving teaching
and learning, and behaviour generally, as well as helping them * 0 1
make cost savings. 1

Ofsted also found that the knowledge and understanding 2

pupils gained at school contributed to their leading more 3 1
sustainable lives at home which, in turn, led their families to re-
examine their lifestyles and use of resources. g 454 6
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Some of the
‘less
animated’
delegates at
CEES’
Sustainable
Schools
Conference
at Girton

See page 2
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Sustainable Schools Conference Success

CEES’ Sustainable Schools
Conference, held at Girton
College, Cambridge on 27"
November last year proved a
resounding success. More
than 100 participants enjoyed
a stimulating day of speakers,
displays and workshops, and
their feedback on the day was
overwhelmingly positive.

Following a welcome by Head
of CEES, Rosie Edwards,
keynote presenters were
introduced. Dr Jake Reynolds,
Senior Adviser for Sustainable
Development at DCSF, and
Environment Manager, John
Orr from the Environment
Agency’s Anglian Region
provided food for thought on
the topic of climate change.
They emphasised the need for
urgent action, and Dr Reynolds
concentrated on actions that
schools need to take.

Leszek lwaskow, specialist
adviser for Geography and
ESD at Ofsted then quoted
from his new report, outlining
the contribution Sustainable
Schools has made to learning.
(for details see Page 3).

Inspirational entertainment by
children from Somesham
Primary School followed. The
school had recently gained
their Eco-Schools green flag,
award, so very appropriately
their Eco Councillors sang,
“We're a Sustainable School!”

Delegates were able to select
two workshops from a varied
programme of ten. These
included:
Energy and Carbon
Management in schools
Practical work on reducing
water consumption
Improving ethos and
aspiration in schools and
their communities
Learning in the school
grounds with Early years
Eco schools — going for the
green flag
Improving biodiversity in
the school grounds
Recycling and waste
education
Global dimensions across
the curriculum
Literacy links with food
growing and seed sowing

Energy Works

Despite the weather this winter, CEES’ Energy Works programme
has continued, with schools visiting Coldham Wind Farm, and with
workshops taken into schools by CEES teachers. Work continues
to supplement the programme with further workshops exploring
climate change, complementing those on renewable energy.

Funding has enabled CEES to provide the visits and teaching free of

charge and schools in Fenland can also get their travel costs paid

by Fenland District Council. It's not surprising, therefore, that even in

the coldest of weather there are schools eager to take the
opportunities the programme offers. Those who would like to take

up one of the few remaining days this term should contact CEES on

01780 782386 or email cees.stibbington@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.

2

Returning together, there
was an inspirational
presentation from Hazel
Lambert, Head of
Ashbeach Primary School,
describing the journey the
school has made towards
sustainability, and in
particular how they were
able to fund improvements
in their school grounds.

CEES’ Nicky Ayscough
explored where to go next
with sustainable schools
before the closing address
by Clir. Martin Curtis.

The stimulating content of
the day was enhanced by
the superb surroundings
(and catering) of Girton
College, providing a most
memorable and useful day.

Conference presentations,
weblinks and contacts are
available from the
Sustainable Schools tab on
CEES’ website at
www.cees.org.uk.
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Ofsted report - findings and recommendations

A three-year survey of a selection of schools #
carried out by Ofsted reveals that a focus on /
sustainable development is having a direct

impact on schools and on the actions of pupils,

their families and on the wider community.

The report, ‘Improving schools, improving $
lives’ found that carefully integrating _ "
sustainability education across the curriculum
led to many pupils improving not only
academically, but also in their attitude to the /0
school and the local community. $

The main findings were: The report goes on to recommend:

Schools should:
make sustainability a priority in their
improvement plans to ensure they are
meeting their commitment to become a
+ sustainable school by 2020

develop a whole-school approach to
education for sustainability in the
curriculum to enable it to become firmly
embedded in teaching and learning

ensure that all pupils have access to out-
of-classroom learning to support their
understanding of the need to care for their
environment and to promote their physical
and mental well-being

( - provide appropriate training and support to
inform and engage teachers so that they
understand what is required to make a
school sustainable

$ - ensure that they manage the school estate
carefully and become models of good
practice for sustainable living and working.

The full report may be found at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/publications/090004

Did you know that Cambridgeshire owns 7 Local Nature Reserves?
Lmal nature reserv They're dotted around the county in Somersham, Isleham, Swavesey,
Meldreth, Kingston/Bourne, Babraham and Ring's End (March).
The County Council aims to encourage local people to use the nature reserves more and learn
about their importance in the community and in a wider context. The Environment team is
currently working with Somersham Primary School on a project called 'Operation Bird Box' where
pupils are making bird boxes and working with volunteers in the community to put them up
around the nature reserve. For more information on the nature reserves or if your school is near
a nature reserve and you think you might be able to use it, please contact: Charlotte Lowry,
Greenspaces Officer, charlotte.lowrv@cambridaeshire.aov.uk, tel 01223 715557.
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Finding the Bishop's Palace at Wishech Castle

A project recently completed in Wisbech 53=
demonstrates a very successful community
partnership between the County Council, schools, $ -
local volunteers and other agencies #
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For details of CEES’ “Work, rest and play” Victorian days in the delightful setting of
Wisbech Castle tel 01780 782386 or email cees.stibbington@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Environment Day at Spring Common

Spring Common Special School, Huntingdon kicked off their bid to achieve the Eco-Schools
Bronze Award with a fantastic whole school event on Thursday 11" February. The nine eco-
school themes were condensed into six areas; Waste, Litter and Recycling, Healthy Eating and
Drinking, School Grounds and Biodiversity, Water and Energy, Transport and Exercise and
Global Perspective and activities linked to each were planned.

C
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Upware Centre Open Day
Sunday 14 March

CEES’ Upware Centre is holding its annual
Spring open day on Sunday 14 March from
10.00am to 4.00pm. There will be a wide range
of activities for visitors to get involved with,
including owl pellet dissection, seed planting
and trails around the centre grounds, plus to
making a clay plague, painting a picture using
watercolours and creating a rock minibeast.

Also, open to the public will be the nearby
South Pit nature reserve where visitors can try
their hand at fossil hunting and explore the
reserve by following the rock trail. There will be
pond dipping and minibeast hunting both in the
centre grounds and at the nature reserve.

For further details contact the centre on 01353
720264 or cees.upware@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.

=S Special

March to April 2010 is special events season at CEE

GIANT unveiling celebration

Thursday 18 March

The Cambridgeshire Culture project that
resulted in the creation of GIANT sculptures at
Cambridgeshire Outdoors’ three Centres:
Burwell, Grafham and Stibbington will be cause
for celebration on March 18",

Simultaneous unveilings will be happening at
the three Centres, with special guests including
County Chief Exec Mark Lloyd at Stibbington,
Director of Children’s Services, Gordon Jeyes
at Burwell and Director of Learnina.

Helen Whiter at Grafham.

BZenits

S. Find out more here:

Green Days
at Stibbington

On Friday 26 March more than 200 children
from many different schools are expected to
join in an Eco Celebration. A special
programme for the day has been compiled,
starting with sustainable travel to Stibbington
by train on the Nene Valley Railway. Themes
for activities during the day will include waste
and recycling; renewables and energy saving;
biodiversity and minibeasts; sowing and
growing; and global dimension.

Designed to inspire eco action at school, the
programme will be of interest to those who are
working on the Eco Schools green flag
programme, or DCSF’s Sustainable Schools
Framework, or on their own green agenda.

At the time of writing a few places remain for
this special green day of eco-inspiration. To
reserve places contact CEES, 01780 782386
.cees.stibbington@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

The following day, Saturday 27 March will be
a Green Open Day for the general public. Lots
of activities for all the family will be on offer and
there will be stalls, exhibitions and
demonstrations by local groups and
environmental organisations, including the
County’s recycling bus.

Eco Councillors' Convention

Delegations of year 5 and 6 children from 4
Cambridgeshire schools will take part in a
special Eco Councillors’ Convention, including
a Sustainable Sleepover at Stibbington Centre
on March 24" to 25™. Holme, Rackham,
Somersham and Stilton Primaries have signed
up to pilot this innovative project. We will be
asking the children themselves to report on
their experience for next term’s newsletter!

Eco Schools Inspiration
. # #

$
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Focus on veg growing & healthy eating
* 5,

Focus on school grounds
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Focus on waste management
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Eneryy Dispiny Moters Climate Change Workshop

The DCSF has launched a new initiative in CEES is now able to offer a
which schools can have a display meter to log school-based workshop on

their energy use, supplied and installed free of Climate change.
charge.

The meters will allow schools to easily monitor | Despite overwhelming scientific evidence and a
their energy use and assist in looking for ways | general acceptance by the scientific community,

of Saving energy and decreasing the school’s the general_ pUbIlC still rema.ins Sceptic_al about
carbon footprint. whether climate change is happening and

whether human activity is the prime cause. This
workshop, aimed at upper KS2 and KS3 pupils,
explores some of the evidence of, and
projections about, climate change. It goes on to

Further information about the meters, the letter
that was originally sent to schools and a
factsheet are available on the links below:

$ $ $#D #D 0% E F23772 give pupils an opportunity to explore the issues
$ $ $#D #D 0% E F2377 of climate change from the points of view of
$ $ $#D #D 0% E F2377& other people.

Trials of the materials with both year 5 and year

How sustainable | 6 groups have been very successful For more

= h 1 ? details of this classroom-based workshop,
IS your scnoo contact CEES at tel 01780 782386 or email

Green Day is an event for primary and .cees.stibbington@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
secondary schools led by CABE (Commission

for Architecture and the Built Environment) to

support teachers in making their schools run s tt' d ,
more sustainably. The Green Day teachers’ e Ing up a SChOOI gar en'

activity kit is crammed full of inspiring, To help those who are involved with setting up
curriculum-linked lesson ideas to help and running a school garden a teachers’ twilight
teachers plan how to involve students in session will be held on Thursday 25™ March at
meaningful learning about climate change, Cambridge University Botanic Garden. The
buildings and spaces. event will be run by the University Botanic
Green Day is Gardens on behalf of BGEN and Growing
designed to be Schools. It is a drop-in session to find out more
as flexible as about setting up and running a school garden
possible. Green and how it can be integrated into wider learning
Day 2010 will be opportunities for the whole school.

launched on Friday The classroom will be filled with stalls packed

4 June (the day with free resources and demonstrations

before World including a seed sowing workshop, i-spot
Environment Day), demonstrations and short tours of the Botanic
and teachers can Garden’s own Schools Garden. The session is
choose a convenient free and suitable for both primary and

date for their Green secondary school teachers. Come along for
Day anytime before 2 July. lots of free resources, refreshments and a
CABE's activities are aimed at key stages 1, 2 | chance to learn something new about plants.
and 3 students but they are adaptable forall | The session is from 4.30 — 6.30pm. Please note

ages. Whatever activities teachers choose 10 | that the entrance to the classroom is via the
dO itis hoped that Green Day W|” be the start Garden’s Cycle parking area on Bateman

of longer term sustainable work in schools. Street.
The ‘Engaging Places’ newsletter, produced | For more information tel 01223 331875 or
by CABE and English Heritage is a useful email education@botanic.cam.ac.uk or

resource for more ideas. It can be found at:
www.engagingplaces.orqg.uk




Environmental Education News

Bee Scene in 2010

Bee Scene is a national survey designed
especially for primary school children, being
run for the first time in 2010. The survey is
simple to complete and provides an easy
way for children to become citizen scientists
and contribute to monitoring the natural
environment.

The survey is supported by an education
pack with additional cross-curricular
activities to support teachers to lead a Bee
Scene expedition in their local green space.
The survey can be done in an hour, or, with
the education pack, it can form a fieldwork
or activity day or the basis of a topic for
investigation. The survey should be carried
out between April and July . Participating
schools are asked to feedback their survey
results online and in doing so will contribute
to planting a virtual meadow across
England. The teachers’ pack has been
written for Key Stage 2 but the survey is
also appropriate for Key Stage 1.
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Having compost problems?
Help and PRIZES available!

At last there’s someone to help with those
troublesome compost heaps. Many
schools have given up on composting due
to problems such as fruit flies.
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Coldham Open Day
Saturday 12 June

In conjunction with the Cooperative Group,
Fenland District Council and Scottish Power
Renewables, CEES will be holding an Open
Day at Coldham Estate on Saturday 12™
June. Details have yet to be finalised but
there will be a chance to visit the Wind
Turbines and numerous activities and
displays by several organisations as well as
activities run by CEES in the Education
Centre.

Further details will be in the next edition of
‘Environmental Education News’

Biodiversity, photography
and green roofs

The new What on Earth project for
National Science and Engineering Week
has now been launched. In conjunction
with the Open University's iSpot, What on
Earth encourages people to go out into
their parks and gardens and rediscover
their surroundings with a fresh pair of
eyes. Take a photo, upload it to the site
and hopefully get it identified.

The project encourages everyone to have
a go at identifying their finds, as it is more
concerned with community engagement
rather than creating a biological record of
British biodiversity. There are free packets
of seeds to give out to everyone who
sends in a photo (subject to availability), in
addition to a Biodiversity Information and
Activity Pack, which will be available soon.
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Environmental Education News is DIARY DATES
published termly by Cambridgeshire * 9
Environmental Education Service (CEES)
and is distributed free to all CEES + 2 #1%$$. $2 2 #.%.9* $ H
subscribing schools. + e ) 'G8 $ $# , 1?7 =245= 45'&51
The views expressed in this publication 2'[2 $/ $/# $ < $ $ % $ $ $
are those of the contributors and do not + . D
necessarily represent the views of CEES ! ———
or supporting organisations, nor does 23 ,( 1% $ % $ H $
inclusion indicate endorsement. + &/0 #= ( $ */=> 2= 3 $# ,1=28&8& 4'='73
Whilst every care has been taken to , /$ ,$9 #$. # "%/ $ $ H
ensure that the information contained in 25 + 1 . * P $# , 1?2 =245= 45'&57
this pubication is accuate, readers should ’ —
always obtain independent confirmation + '& # /%$ $ $ 2 2#.% ,$* $ H
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rely. : ! —
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CoPy deadline: * 2 # %" $ %/ $ $ H $ $o#
30™ April 2010 '8 + J 1 ,1=2"8& &&2548
0 1 n 0
Publication date: % 7 o $. ?_$ % 3 $$# H 1> —245= 45857
21 May 2010 + Y% $ ($*/= $ $# |12 =245=
‘4 "$.$ $% $ H
Please contact CEES with any + 2 $ ($*= $ $# , 17 =245= 45'&57
guestions, comments or ideas: 4
+ & %22 .,% '=?&= G '2$&= $ $
Cambridgeshire
Environmental 5G2=|. %2 Kl | $ $ $ $#D
Education Service (CEES) 1$$,/# $& % $ D
Stibbington Centre 2 # $ (% $
Church Lane , # $
Stibbington
Peterborough #
PE8 6LP o $ H
T 01780 782386 ) : $ $#
F 01780 783835 _ & < , 1?2 =245= 45'&57
E cees stibbington@cambridgeshire.gov.uk * g (
W www.cees.org.uk &
* &:
CEES is part of 6 ( (
Cambridgeshire &
County Council’s &Gl o . $ #$
Children & Young People’s + o //%$ ’ $#
Services. '
A% 2w $# S s#
28 * "/ $ H
6 #2001 ( $ 1= $ $# , 12 =245= 45'&57
x> 47+ $
# # / ?
, + , 1 #( K&A3 - + ., A, $
& + 6 6 K3 * #
* + + ' 10 6 # L 14# y
% + * K3 0 $



