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Learning to make a difference…Learning to make a difference…

• I hear and I forget.
• I see and I remember.
• I do and I understand.

Confucius







First hand experiences improve learningFirst hand experiences improve learning





• 73% of eight to 12 year olds spend more 
time watching TV than playing outside

• 63% play video games every day
• 40% have never camped outside in a tent
• 40% of children have climbed a tree fewer 

than five times in their lives
• 20% have never climbed a tree



• 36% play outside once a week or less
• 28% have not been on a country walk with 

their families in the last year
• 21% have never visited a farm

Source: survey of 2000 children aged 8 to 12 years, 
carried out by Onepoll in August 2010 on behalf of TV 
channel Eden



Developing life skillsDeveloping life skills



Putting theory into practice…Putting theory into practice…



Staying safe…Staying safe…





Healthy lifestyles….Healthy lifestyles….





The majority of the 
primary and 
secondary schools do 
not recognise the 
value of fieldwork 
sufficiently and did 
not fulfil the 
requirement to 
provide it.



• ‘It is not only 
about what we 
learn but 
importantly how 
and where we 
learn’.
Learning Outside the 
Classroom Manifesto,
DfES, 2006.



• Effective fieldwork supports pupils’ motivation 
and enhances learning in geography. 

• In the National Curriculum programmes of study, 
there is an expectation that pupils ‘carry out 
fieldwork investigations outside the classroom’
and that activities are planned to enable all 
pupils to ‘be included and to participate actively 
and safely in fieldwork’. 

• Where fieldwork was properly conceived, 
adequately planned, well taught and followed up 
effectively, pupils were able to develop their 
knowledge and skills and the work added value 
to their classroom experiences. 



• Fieldwork experiences add detail and 
depth to students’ learning and they 
understand the relevance of what they are 
studying.

• However, in just over half the schools 
visited, opportunities for fieldwork had 
decreased substantially in recent years.



• ‘I still don’t know what 
geography is actually 
for on a practical level 
but, as a subject, 
surely it’s about the 
world and what goes 
on in it. Seems to me 
that getting out and 
looking at it, even a 
very small corner of it, 
is an essential part of 
learning about it’



‘ Our time in St Ambrose Barlow has already taken us 
from places as far flung as New York to as close home 
as the local precinct. We believe fieldwork is the most 
down-to-earth form of learning in geography 
….Fieldwork allows us as students to interact with the 
environment we learn about and bring textbooks to life. 
The term fieldwork generally means getting out and 
about in the real world…During our visit to Malham, we 
encompassed the key elements of the syllabus within a 
few days. This is what makes geography unique, it is in 
the world around us and it is alive.’
‘Our geography’. St Ambrose Barlow RC High School and Technology 
College, Salford: pupils’ views of the value of fieldwork.



Ofsted recommended that schools:Ofsted recommended that schools:
• ensure that all pupils 

have access to out-of-
classroom learning to 
support their 
understanding of the 
need to care for their 
environment and to 
promote their physical 
and mental well-being

Education for sustainable development: Improving schools – improving lives

December 2009





Setting an example is not the main 
means of influencing others; it is the 
only means

Albert Einstein


