Background

Stibbington School was a Board School which built as a result of the 1870 Education Act. It was built under the orders of the Duke of Bedford and was opened by the Reverend C Trollope on January 2nd 1872.

The log book records the everyday running of the school and lists in detail the number of pupils present and those absent through sickness, bad weather or unsatisfactory' reasons. Numerous visitors passed through the school each week, including Mr Iving (representative of the Duke of Bedford) and the Rev and Mrs Trollope who frequently took the catechism. All the school holidays are also recorded. Apart from the main Christian ones at Christmas, Easter and Whitsun there was the five week Harvest Holiday and several day or half day holidays for the church and chapel treats, May day, sales of needlework, board meetings, polling day and the marriage of the Duke of Bedford's son.

We have selected some interesting extracts from the log books to reproduce here: 

Headteachers

Mary Lucilla Flack - Headmistress 1889 -1892

Date of birth – March 4th l867

Former Pupil Teacher of St Giles Girls' School, Cambridge

Trained at Bishop Stortford Training College for 2 years, 1887 - 1888

Stibbington Board School was her first teaching post

Annual salary £60

John William Henden - Headmaster 1892 - 1927

Date of birth - February 12th 1867

Former Pupil Teacher of St Nicholas National School, Strood, Kent

Did not attend Training College

Taught for 3 years before appointment to Stibbington School

Annual salary (1892) £72

1890

Jan 17th
Ethel Rowell’s name taken off the registers this week, after twenty one weeks absence through illness. Her name has been retained on the register as there were hopes of her recovery sooner than this; her mother now hopes she may be able to send her after the March quarter.

The Infants' work has greatly improved in the last three months; but the work in the Standards after examination today was found to be not so satisfactory as the Headteacher would wish; Arithmetic and Writing being very weak, Reading throughout is very fair. The girls in Standards are working steadily with their needlework specimens.

The average this week has greatly improved owing to the recovery of children from influenza colds, but there are still a few absent.

20th
Rev C Trollope visited the school this morning.

28th
Registers not marked this morning as there were only twenty seven children came up, it was such a deep snow. They were let to stay all the morning because of the distance to go home again.

More children came up this afternoon so school was held altho' there were then only thirty eight.

May 23rd
The average this week is not so good as last; the three Gilbert's have been at home all the week owing to two of them having diptheria.

June 27th
The average is not so good this week owing to the haymaking being in full season.

Aug 7th
One of the school children died this morning (Eliza Woodward) after a very short illness, she was at school on Tuesday. Her name has been removed from the Register.

8th
The Registers were tested by Chas Kent (Member of the Board) and found correct.

The number of children today has been very low owing to the parents being scared by the death of Eliza Woodward, but the doctor says that there is no need for them to be in the least alarmed and that there need be no fear of it spreading.

Oct 21st
A half day was obliged to be given because there was a circus in the village; which is a thing of such rare occurrence that the children's parents allowed most of them to go. The Clerk of the Board came up to see if he could do anything but he could persuade no one to come up with him so school was closed.
1891

Jan 13th
The attendance this morning was very fair but owing to a Skating Match held in the village it was reduced from eighty four to fifty two this afternoon.

July 3rd
I, Mary L Flack resign my charge of the Stibbington Board School.

July 6th
Commenced duties as Master of Stibbington Board School.

J W Hendon Certificated master.

Dec 22nd
A free tea was given by Mr Kent, last evening as a Xmas Treat to the children. The tea was followed by a Public Entertainment given by the Infants and Older Scholars. The Entertainment was very successful from every point of view. A small charge was made for admission, with the fund raised the Master hopes to be able to provide a series of Entertainments from time to time as an encouragement to the children for their regular attendances.

A Board meeting was held today. It was decided to write to Mr Oliver H. M. I. with regard the advisability of appointing a Sewing Mistress.

1892

Feb 5th
The Master held an Examination this morning - great improvement is shown in the method and neatness of Paper work - but correct working is far from being perfect although much hard work has been done. Spelling in 3rd Standard is not at all what it should be. J and P Gilbert are very bad both in Arithmetic and Dictation. This family seem of a very dull disposition.

15th
Heavy Rain falling this morning - numbers consequently low. 72 present. During the morning a heavy snow storm has come on - it is absolutely impossible to let the children go home this morning: as several have got their dinners a half hour will be allowed for dinner - and school will be commenced at half past twelve and close at half past two. The principal teacher hopes that Her Majesty’s Inspector will pardon this action - when he remembers what a fearful snow storm occurred that day.

16th
A great number of children caught cold through going home in the snow on Monday, and as the snow is very deep only 24 children presented themselves at school in consequence of this the school was not opened and those children who had not their dinners were allowed to return home. Snow again fell heavy between one and two and the numbers were only thirty six. The school was not opened on this account and children were dismissed as soon as the storm abated.

Feb 19th
Harry Smith applied today for Certificate of Proficiency as he was over 13 years of age and had passed the 4th standard this was granted him. He is going to work for the Duke of Bedford.

Oct 24th
Fires were lighted today for the first time this season.

1893

Nov 6th
An evening school has been started for the benefit of those who have left the day school.

1894

July 13th
Through the kindness of the Duke of Bedford a giant stride Horizontal bar and parallel bars have been erected in the playground for the use of the boys.

1895

Apr 22nd
John Smart is absent owing to illness from Typhoid fever.

Dec 31st
The school reopened this morning after one week's Holiday. 80 present. 4 children named Smart are unable to attend owing to Measles. The Managers having at their last Board Meeting decided that the school should open in the afternoons at 1.45 instead of two o’clock. The registers will in future be closed at 2 pm and the school at 4 pm.

1896

Jan 14th
John and Maurice Walker are not at school today - they are both attacked with measles.

24th
Maude and Alfred Rowell are absent this week owing to measles, this is the fourth family absent for this reason.

31st
Work this week as usual, special attention has been paid to reading and spelling in the Lower Standards. English in the upper standards.

Feb 10th
From now until the examination the children in Std. 3 and upwards will work Practice Papers on Monday Wednesday and Friday mornings.

14th
The papers worked during the past week have shown improvement on each occasion. Essays and composition are improving.

17th
Ethel and George Woodward are ill with scarlet fever, this will necessitate three children being absent for several weeks.

Mar 2nd
New Registers commenced today, number on Books 89. No. present 55.

23rd
The master deeply regrets to have to record the death of Henry Kidsty, a scholar in the Sixth Standard, who died from fever.

May 25th
A Holiday was granted today being Whit-Monday.

29th
The work this week has been a recapitulation of the quarters work, fair progress has been made but not so much as might have been expected owing to the great amount of sickness during the first half quarter.

A Holiday will be granted on Monday and Tuesday 1st and 2nd June for the Village Feast.

July 7th
A holiday was granted in the afternoon on account of the Wesleyan Sunday School Treat.

14th
A Holiday was granted in the afternoon on account of the Church Sunday school treat.

17th
The Revd. C and Mrs Trollope visited the school this afternoon.

23rd
The school was closed today on account of the Annual Flower show.

31st
The school closed today for the Harvest Holidays.

Sept 25th
The attendance this week is again low. Margaret and Thomas Hind are absent suffering from Whooping Cough. The weather during the past two weeks has been very bad this no doubt has greatly interfered with the attendance.

Dec 4th
Owing to bad weather and increased sickness the attendance has again been reduced to 62.5.

During the week special attention has been paid to the writing of the upper Standards.

The Revd. Robert Conway of Alconbury and Revd. C Trollope visited the school and expressed themselves well pleased with the appearance of the children.

11th
The attendance is again a little better. Notice was received yesterday that Mary G Dorman had passed her examination as candidate for Probation.

18th
Work has been carried on as usual during the past week - nothing of importance has occurred. The monitress in the Infant room was absent at the beginning of the week for three days through sickness.

23rd
The school closes this afternoon for the Xmas Holiday.

1897

Inspection in February

List of Object Lessons prepared for H.M.I.

Animal

1.Monkey

2.Bear

3.Cat

4.Horse

5.Reindeer

6.Squirrel

7.Eagle

8.Stork

Vegetable

9.Ôrange

10. Coffee

Mineral

11.Coal

12.Copper Trade

13.Bootmaker

Miscellaneous

14.Baskets

15.Milk

16.Chair

17.Bed

18.Gloves

19.Lamp

20.Feathers

Songs

1.If I had the money

3. Three grey geese

2.The shoemaker

4.The rifleman

5.Our Jack is fond of shooting

Recitations

Grandpapa's spectacles

Conceited chicken

Kindergarten Games

The giant

My dead dolly

The Windmill

The Cat and mouse

The mill

April 1st
Summary of the Inspectors Report and Remarks (if any) to be made.

Mixed School. Considering that there has been sickness, the instruction in the Elementary and Class Subjects is satisfactory. Singing by note deserves praise. The discipline and Tone of the school are very creditable.

Infants Class. The infants' classes are in good order, and considering that there has been sickness, their instruction is good on the whole.

Principal Teacher

John Wm Hendon

Mixed School

Probationer

Mary G Dorman

Sewing Mistress

Mrs Hendon

Infant Classes

Miss E J Dams

Monitress

Gertrude Bloodworth

Dec 13th
The attendance is not so good.

Gertrude Bloodworth monitress in the Infant Room is absent with Sore throat.

Notice has been received that Georgina Dorman has passed the First Year's P.T. Exam. Below Fair. Geography starred. As it was not decided that she should sit for the 1st year until June she did not get a fair start. She will no doubt do much better next year.

1898

Sept 30th
The master has paid special attention this week to the work of Std. 2. The arithmetic has improved. The writing is not at all what it should be but the boys are improving.

The attendance for the week has been much better, the average being 84.6. William Waite and John Walker are absent having obtained employment on neighbouring farms.

1899

Feb 22nd
The Pupil Teacher, Georgina Dorman is absent today, she having gone to Peterborough for the purpose of having her tonsils extracted.

June 5th
During the past week measles have developed in all parts of the Village more than half the families in the Village being affected by them.

1899

July 27th
George Eassom Std 4 was this afternoon guilty of an act of great rudeness, the master therefore punished him, in resisting punishment the boy, (who is one of the most disobedient in the school) received a stripe across the back of the hand, which unfortunately left its mark, the master sincerely regrets this fact but the occurrence was a pure accident and in punishing the boy the master felt he was only doing his duty.

1900

May 1st
The school was closed today in accordance with notice given. The whole of children combined together in a May-day Festival and a very enjoyable day was spent,  the teachers preparing lunch and tea. Marion Gilbert was chosen May-queen by her fellow scholars.

1901

Oct 30th
The Master regrets to record the fact that the caretaker, Mr Thomas Hazelby died last evening at the advanced age of 89 years. He had been caretaker of the schools since their opening.

1902

Feb 28th
Miss M G Dorman left the school this afternoon to take over the duties of Assistant Mistress of British Schools Peterborough.

March 3rd
Maude Rowell and Marion Gilbert have been appointed as Candidates for P.T. Maude Rowell will assist with Std 1 and 2. Marion Gilbert will assist with Infants

